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INTRODUCTION. 
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EVE RAL motives have induced me to 
offer to the public conſideration the fol- 
lowing ſheets The firſt and principal 
is the benevolence and humanity I think due 
to that part of mankind, Who are or may be 
afflicted with one of the molt painful of all 
poſſible diſtempers—Convinc'd as I am, that 
I have myſelf already experienced a benefit 
fearcely credible from the Gout- powders of 
Dr. Le Fevre, the ſympathetic feelings I have 
for the miſeries of my fellow ſufferers, ſeem 
to demand of me, that I communicate to ; 
them, what I have been able to collect con- 
cerning this wonderful remedy ; in order that 
they may be encouraged to make the ſame 
experiment, and, as J have not the leaſt doubt, 
with the fame ſucceſs with myſelf —— 


2 Another 


IT » 
(n ) 

Another motive is—the ſacred regard I bear 
to truth—Since my return to England, as 
well. as during my refidence upon the Conti- 


nent, ſeveral ſplendid circumſtances I have 


heard concerning this important diſcovery, 
which I know to be not true 


Exaggeration may create diſappointment, 
but will not produce conviction It may even 
ereate a ſuſpicion, that the belief, which be- 
gins to gain ground, that the ſecret of curing 
the Gout ĩs at laſt obtain'd,, has no foundation 
in reality, becauſe ſome parts of the ſuper 
ſtructure are overcharged Facts may be miſ- 
repreſented, or, as has been indeed the caſe, 
may be reported to have exiſted, when in 
truth their only exiſtence was in the imagina- 
tion of the reporter This may ariſe, either 
from the indiſereet zeal of well-meaning 


friends, or the deſire in which too many 


perſons indulge themſelves, of exoiting admi- 
ration 


With a view to guard againſt the ill- effects, 
which a detection of any ſpurious anecdote, 
relative to the Liege- medicine, might have 
upon a manly and ſenfible mind, J have taken 


the trouble to procure, and lay before the 
| public, 


cm ) 
public, what I know, or at leaſt believe to be 
real evidence in this intereſting matter 


Three of the gouty-caſes, herein coatain'd, 


are the caſes of Gentlemen of rank and for- 


tune—one is the caſe of an ecclefiaſtic of cha- 
racter and eſtimation in the City of Liege 
the two others—of perſons of inferior rank 
indeed, but of fair reputation in that princi- 
pality—! believe all of them as much above 
an intentional deception, as I am myſelf— 


What I ſhall ſay concerning my own caſe, 
early as I am at preſent in my progreſſion 
towards the cure I expect, I can ſafely affirm 
to be ſtrictly true But, at the ſame time, as 
in a point, not yet abſolutely aſcertained by a 
ſufficient ſeries of caſes, it is poſſible, I may 
have been hitherto only agreeably deceived 
7. e,—the Gout may return upon me again 
with its uſual violence—my readers may be 
aſſur'd, that ſhould it ſo be—ſhould the fruit 
of all my hopes prove, in the end, to have 
been nothing but a fairy-dream, they ſhall 
not fail to have my recantation, upon my 
awaking—I will, with the ſame fidelity, in 
ſome of the public papers, ſtate to them my 
diſappointment, as I mean in the enſuing little 
Pamphlet, 
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Pamphlet, to ſtate my grounds of expectatioñz 
that T ſhall; in due courſe of time, be radi- 
cally curd of the Gout=— 


But 1 have ſtill a farther inducement, to 
make this publication which I frankly con- 
feſs is to contribute what in my power to 
extend the fame of a very worthy and able 
Phyſician, hitherto little known beyond the 
limits of the country in which he reſides, but 
whoſe merits juſtly entitle him to the reward 
and applauſe of every Arthritic throughout 
the known world ſhall ever take pride to 
myſelf in acknowledging high obligations to 
Dr. Le Fevre—Stranger as I was to him, I 
experienced from this Gentleman, at once the 
{kill of a Phyfician, and the generous open- 
neſs of a friend 8 


Laſtly from the honeſt indignation J con- 
ceive at the impoſitions to, which the Liegois are 
fo remarkably prone, and which, to my eertain 
knowledge, they have in full meditation to 
practiſe upon my countrymen, who may take 
houſes or lodgings at Liege for the neceſſary 
time employed in taking the Gout-powders, 
T conls with to put them in a method to avoid 

| | becoming 
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bination 
To this end I have ſubjoined, in an Appen: 
dix, a plan, concerted for their uſe alone, and 
offered to the acceptance of the Engliſh, by a 
perſon whom I know to be influenced, in his 
propoſals, by no one ſordid yiew whatever— 
Indeed I believe him incapable of it This 
Gentleman's name is Le Febure—He is a 
native of France—but has, for many years, 
been ſettled at Liege, where he is by occupa- 
tion a Wine-merchant, and is, at preſent, at 
the head of a new manufacture of Porcelain 
In this honeſt and moſt obliging Merchant's 
houſe, which is capable of receiving at leaſt 
ſix Gentlemen and their ſervants, Mr, Kettil- 
by of the County of Northumberland, his 
family, myſelf and ſervant, were commodi- 
ouſly and reaſonably lodged—Under this plan 
of Monſieur Le Febure, the reader will find a 
table of the expence for diet and lodging of 
a ſingle Gentleman with only one domeſtic, 
or any more extenfive accommodation accord- 
ing to the ſame moderate and equitable pro- 
portion—I have thought proper to annex to 
this, in order to ſmooth the WAY as much as 
poſſible to ey 'ery future gouty Engliſh-tra- 
yeller, 


( vv ) | 
veller, a detail of the beſt Inns upon the road, 
by whatever rout his inclination, or his con- 
venience, may induce him to make his 1 jour- 
ney to Liege 

Having ſaid thus much of my motives, 
which candor, I am ſure, muſt allow to be 
laudable—I muſt be indulged one word in 
behalf of myſelf—It pains me when I look 
over this little performance, to obferve how 
Ml it is executed—and in particular am I fen- 
fible, how offenſive may appear the egotiſms 
which prevail throughout it—This it was al- 
moſt impoſhble to avoid I can only aſk the 
reader's pardon for the violence perhaps offer'd 
to his delicacy by t—and to aſſure him, that 
I offer infinitely more to my own——Confcious, 
that I riſk the loſs of reputation, by a Pam- 
phlet with my name affixed to it confeſs 
honeſtly, that I pretend to raiſe none upon it 
—and I can very ſafely declare I write not 
for profit—This confeſſion and declaration 
will, I hope, a little plead for me with my 
critical gouty-brethren, and enfure me ſome 
grace from them—lIt alſo may perhaps entitle 
me to ſome favour at the hands of thoſe who 


are—Critics by Profeſſion 
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— * T is now little more than two 
5 KK þ years fince a Treatiſe was pu- 
4 * 1 [ol p bliſhed, by the late Dr. War- 
JK N 5, ner, entitled, A Full and Plain 

W aide Account of the Gout ——This 
T reatife, upon the whole, did the Doctor a 
preat deal of credit—but, I own, I never could 
digeſt a certain part of the title-page—I even 
then flattered myſelf, that an auſpicious mo- 
ment might ariſe, when I might have right to 


A _ diſpute 
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diſpute the point with him—The worthy Doc- 


tor, not contented with having favoured the 


world with a full account of the Gout; and 
permitted his gouty readers to draw inferences 
for themſelves, was pleaſed to draw a very 
adventurous, and J aii ſure a very uncomfor- 
table one, for them He told us, that from 


his book, would be cleafly ſeen the folly or baſe» 


neſs of all pretenders to the cure of the Gout, — 


There is nothing like it, * one draws 
a literary ſword, to take care that it carry 
two edges with the one, to puniſh the teme- 
rity of thoſe who go before us; with the other, 
of thoſe who may come after us. 


This was exactly the caſe with Dr. War- 
ner—He thought proper to- arrange under 
one or other of thoſe very reputable claſſes, of folly 
or baſeneſs, every purſuit, previous to the age 
in which he lived, or ſubſequent to it, after a 
ſpecific for the Gout—Nay, ſo careful was the 
Doctor, leſt the gouty world ſhould not have 


prejudices enough of their own, that in thea- 
bove affertion—which however could not diſ- 
poſſeſs me of at leaſt a pleaſing illuſion to the 
_ contrary--he prov ides them with a very power- 
ful one—He dignifies, with the epithet of 


Pretender, every ingenious-gentleman of the 
faculty 
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faculty of phy ſic, who friendly, to the eaſe 
and happineſs of mankind, and having poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of a ſecret, whether the reſult of 
ſtudy or accident, it matters not, ſhould offer 
it to their ſervice, as a cure of one of the 


moſt painful and afflictive of all human dif- 
orders— - 


I mean not to bear too hard upon the me- 
mory of the late Dr. Warner—buried be his 
prejudices concerning this point—the incura- 
bility of the Gout—in the ſame grave with him- 
ſelf—his benevolent labours for it's relief—be 


they long and gratefully remembered by 
every gouty-brother 


% 


One more remark upon the Doctor's book, 
and I no more diſturb the ſacred aſhes of the 
dead—In the heat of this learned eccleſiaſtic's 
zeal againſt every poſſible pretender to the cure 
of the Gout, he overlooked the fide-blow he 
ſtruck by it at the reputation of his favourite 
Sydenham, whom at the opening of his Trea- 
tiſe, he ſo juſtly tiles IMMorTAL—either by 
defign or inadvertence, it ſeems to have paſſed 


him by, that the ſame venerable father of phy- 


ſic, while with his wonted candor, he' con- 
fefles, that after more than thirty years expe- 
| rience 


— — — — — — 
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rience of the Gout in his own caſe, he had not 


been able to diſcover a ſpecific for it ; ; yet * 
does he deliver it as his opinion, that in ſome 


fu ture time it probably might be diſcovered— 


So far from throwing at random, like Dr. 


Warner, any ſtigma upon the painful and 


laborious enquirers after this grand arcanum— 
Sydenham, himſelf the illuſtrious inventor of 
the cool regimen in the Small-pox, encourages 
the Profeſſors of Phyſic, to inveſtigate a reme- 
dy for the radical cure of the Gout 


It was under the ſanction of the authority 


of this great man, whom Boerhaave, much to 


Note, from Sydenham's Treatiſe on the Gout, page 
383 of his Works--*4 Yet a perfect cure, whereby a man 
may be freed from a diſpoſition to this diſeaſe, yet lies 
hid; and I know not when, or by whom, it will be 
brought to light—Yet notwithſtanding, I hope that [ 
have beep ſome way beneficial to mankind by this Trea- 
tiſe, by faithfully diſcovering thoſe rocks, whereon I, 
and many others, have been wrecked, and moreover, the 
beſt method I have yet known, and I promiſe no more, 
tho" by my long courſe of thinking, I am induced to believe, 
that ſuch a remedy will be ſome time found out; and if 
ever it happens to be, it will expoſe the ignorance of 
the dogmatical ; and then it will appear, how much they 


are deceived in the knowledge of the eſſences of one 
faſes and the medicines they uſe for them.” 


his 
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his honour, entitles the Prince of Englith 
Phyſicians, that I had always preſumed to 
entertain a belief, that the Gout was not in- 
curable—and much conſolation, I muſt con- 


feſs, has this belief, (ſupported indeed and 
ſtrengthened, by a firm reliance in the divine 


benignity) adminiſtered to me in many a ſe- 
vere paroxiſm of this moſt cruel diſtemper— 
and even under not a few diſappointments in 
the ſeveral experiments I have made, ſometimes 
upon my own judgement, ſometimes upon 
the judgement of others, to cure myſelf of my 
diforder— 


For, capable as I hope J am, of bearing pain 
with as manly a fortitude as the hardieſt gouty 
Veteran; I have, however, acted in my own 
regard conformably to my ſyſtem At one 
time, I have treated the Gout as an inflamma- 
tion, and tried the effect of bleeding—at an- 
other, I have conſidered it, as being poſſibly 
the reſult of an over-prevalence of certain hu- 
mours in the ſtomach or inteſtines, and have 
tried the effect of purging—I have endea- 
voured to expel the gouty matter through the 
pores of the ſkin by ſudorifics—and I have un- 
dergone a courſe of ſoap. medicines, in hopes 
of finding a cure in the diuretic-method—and 


always 


$48 
always with equal ſucceſs, that is to ſay, with- 
out producing ia myſelf the leaſt alteration 
for the better With reſpect to the popular to- 
pical applications the rye plaiſter and the 
bootikyn—T think myſelf much indebted to 
them—From my own experience of both, 1 
may venture to pronounce they are ſafe, and 
alleviative of pain the latter appears to me 
the more preferable—as it produces the ſame 
effect, and is, at the ſame time, more plea» 
fant and cleanly than the former 


Diſappointed, but not defeated, I had til} 
gone on to cheriſh hopes, that a ſpecific for 
the Gout would one day be diſcovered—In 
one point I had profited by my ſeveral expe- 
riments—T had at leaſt convinced myſelf by 
them, as my own family can bear me witneſs, 
and by the different authors I had read upon 
the ſubject, that any medicine, happily adapt- 
ed to the cure of this moſt dreadful diſorder, 


would moſt probably operate, by augmenting 
the ſecretions of ſweat_and urine— 


It may here be naturally demanded of me, 
whether, buoyed up as I appear to have been 
by expectations ſo unuſually ſanguine, I have 


made trial of any of the celebrated Gout-me- 
dicines 
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12 
dicines—ſuch as the Portland Powders—the 
Swiſs Tincture-Mr. Drake's Remedy, &c. &c. 
&c;—or Dr. Hill's truly innocent Elixir of 
Bardana—1 confeſs I never have—certain ob- 


jections, of no importance in this place, had 
deterred, but not determined me againſt 


them Far, very far from cenſuring, I honour 
theſe Gentlemen for their laudable attempts 
in the cauſe of kumanity and whoever has 
failed in his reſearches into the cauſe and cure 
of the Gout, has ever, with me, carried this 
applauſe, as f tamen excidit aufis— 


Thus happily Crepoſeſſed in behalf of 
every pretender to the cure of the Gout—the 
gouty- reader, for to ſuch alone I write, will 
not be ſurprized that I gave a very ready at- 
tention to the firſt accounts I received of Dr. 
Le Fevre's remedy — 


Vague and uncertain, as was the report 
communicated to me by a very worthy Ro- 
man Catholic neighbour, in Auguſt 1969—it 
fo agreeably flattered my favourite ſyſtem— 
the curability of the Gout—that I entreated 
him to procure me a more circumſtantial and 
authentic intelligence—this I was ſenſible he 
could eaſily do from his learned friend, to 
a by whom 
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whom I am proud to profeſs the higheſt obli4 
gations—Mr. Booth, Profeſſor of Divinity in 

the College of Engliſh Jeſuits at Liege — | 


From this Gentleman, conſiſtently with the 
humanity of his character, in as little time 
as is employed in the paſſing and repaſſing of 
a letter between England and Germany, I 
was favoured with ſo clear and full a teſtimo- 
ny of the caſe. and cure of Mr. Robinſon, 
Chaplain of the Convent of Engliſh Nung, that 
I had not an heſitation concerning the expe- 
diency of a journey to Liege—This journey 
is, for the preſent, a matter of neceſſity to ſuch 
as would take this noble remedy, the diſco- 
verer of it having, for many wiſe reaſons, 
determined not to obtrude himſelf upon the 


gouty public of this country, until the ſucceſs 


of his powders has been aſcertained by ſuch a 
ſeries of caſes in his own, as to 'render it no 
longer problematical, whether the Gout be 
capable of being radically cured 


Hence has it been, that the title to this little 
publication runs—The Evidence only of the Pro- 
bability, &c. I am myſelf abundantly con- 
vinced, that more than one perſon has al- 


ready been * cured of the Gout, by 
Doctor 


4 4e, 4 
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Doctor Le Fevre, and that other gouty patients 
are in the faireſt ſtate of progreſſion towards 
the ſame happy termination of their diſorder 
This was a conviction ſufficient for me- but this 
amounts not to demonſtration—the Liege me- 
dicine, it may be ſaid, may ſucceed in ſome 
conſtitutions, but may fail in futute experi- 
ments allow the force of the argument— 
it muſt be acknowledg'd the ſyſtem is not yet 
complete it needs the confirmation of time 
The foundation upon which I build my 
hopes; may, after all, prove fallacious—T truſt 
it will not—but ſhould, even in the event, 
my expeCtations appear to have been too 
warm, every gouty brother, who may do me 
the honour to read my Pamphlet, will, I hope, 
give me ſome little credit for having taken 
the pains to collect and exhibit to him a much 
higher degree of evidence, of the chances of his 
receiving a complete cure, than was exhibited 
to me, when I adyentured to become the firſt 
Engliſh patient, that ever made a journey to 
Germany, for the expreſs purpoſe of taking 
the Gout Powders; 


A remark or two, ſo exceedingly obvious, 
offer themſelves at this place—that I muſt beg 
the reader's patience, while I get fairly rid of 

B them 


E009, 
them—It may appear extraordinary, that tlie 
eclat of a medicine, now pretty generally 
known to have been adminiſtered for ſome 
years paſt in a very principal City in Ger- 
many, and that City the grand thoroughfare 
i of the Engliſh-to-Spa, ſhould not have ſpread. 
_ itſelf to this country, till the Autumn of the laſt 
I yearBut it ſhould be conſidered that gouty 
f caſes upon the continent are far leſs frequent 

- than in England—thar. the perſons (except 
indeed Mr. Robinſon) to whom Monſieur 
Le Fevre had adminiſter'd his medicine in 
1767 and 1768, were of inferior rank—that 
the Engliſh paſs haſtily thro' Liege, and hold 
little communication with the inhabitants 
and that the rumour of one Engliſh Gentle- 
man's. having been a patient of a foreign Phy- 
| ſician, weighs more with. an Engliſhman— 
ſuch is our amiable partiality for our country- 
men than the caſes of fifty Foreigners To 
the truth of this, if my information be true *, 
a certain Noble Lord can bear witneſs—A con- 


* My information was from the perſon himſelf, who, 
as he aſſur'd me, communicated to his Lordſhip his own 


4 caſe — This Gentleman I believe does not write Engliſh- 
a very perfectly, ſo that itis poſſible his letter might convey 
—_ an intelligence not altogether ſo clear and conſiſtent, as 


might have been withed 


fſiderable. 
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ſiderable time fince, did his Lordſhip receive 
from Liege ſuch is even in Germany the re- 
verence of his virtues-a narrative of Mr. Robin- 
Jon's caſe and cure - but he toek no notice of 
either the letter writer or letter Should this 
recall the circumſtance to my Lord 8 
memory, it would give me the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion, were he now to pay more attention to it 
for happy ſhould I be, to ſee a Nobleman, 
who does ſo much honour to his country, re- 
ſtor'd, from a martyr'd ſtate of the Gout, to the 
full and perfect enjoyment of his health 


The other remark is that it may appear 
an act of temerity and precipitation to have 
embarked for Germany, to take a new medi- 
cine for the Gout, without having ſubmitted 
the caſe and cure of Mr. Robinſon, together 
with my own, to the conſideration of ſome 
eminent Englith Phy ſician— It is very true I 
did not—an opinion had been adopted by ſo 
many of the moſt able and ingenious men of 
the profeſſion, that the Gout was a remedy 
and not a diſtemper, that I muſt have natural- 
ly expected to have had my defign treated as 
viſionary and romantic—and in good truth, I 
had too little reaſon to be ſo enamour'd of the 
Gout, as to expoſe myſelf to the hazard of 

any 


1 
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any diſſuaſives from the trial of a ne 
experiment , to > ger cured of it 


And beſides from certain very ſerious ſym- 
ptoms attending a ſevere fit, which I had in 
Auguſt laſt, I was induced to think, that the 


riſk, if there were any, was of little conſequence 


Life itſelf was apparently brought into dan- 
ger, by the frequency and ſeverity ot the gouty 
attacks—and even, during the pendency of a 
conſummation I rather wiſh'd than dreaded, I 
had the moſt uncomfortable proſpect, from the 
chalky excreſcences which had been the relics 
of my late fits, of being reduced, at an early time 


of life, into an abſolute cretaceous ſubſtance, 


As I have taken the liberty in the pre- 


| ceding pages, to offer frankly t t © the conſidera- 


tion of the gouty readers, my own induce- 
ments ſo readily to liſten to the pretenſions of 
Dr. Le Fevre—may I beg their indulgence, for 
continuing in the following ſheets, to make 
uſe of the firſt perſon, and in the ſame man- 


ner to ſtate my evidence of the probability, 


that a ſpecific is at length obtained for the 
Gout „as I have ſtated my own moti ves for 


going to to Liege to collect it! — 


I have 
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J have ſaid, that it was in conſequence of 
Mr. Booth's letter, containing, according, to 
my apprehenſion, an authentic teſtimony of 
the ſafety and certainty of the Liege medicine, 
that I had taken my reſolution—the reſult was, 
that in leſs than a fortnight after the receipt cf 
1t, I had performed my little journey, and was 
arrived in that City 


I received here, the afternoon of my arrival, 
an ample and very particular confirmation, 
from the mouth of Mr. Robinſon, of every 
circumſtance recited in Mr. Booth's narrative— 


By this Gentleman I was introduced to Dr. 
Le Fevre 


* 
% 


I can with the ſtricteſt truth affirm, that in 
a long and very intereſting converſation I held 
with the Poctor upon the ſubject of the Gout 
and his mode of treating it I received ſuch 
entire ſatisfaction, that if I had till that time 
harboured any latent little doubts, they were 
all diſpelled—and I never engaged in any 


action of my life with more pleaſure, or con- 
fidence of the probable ſuccels of it, than in 
reſigning myſelf up to the medical care and 
conduct of this Phyſician 
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prejudice me in his favour 


—— ew. 
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This Gentleman—the fole proprietor and 
diſcoverer of this moſt extraordinary remedy 
—tho? he is married into a Liegois family, and 
has been a conſiderable time ſettled at Liege, 
is himſelf a native of Douay in Flanders— + 
In the Univerfity of that City he received his 
education, and accompliſhed himſelf for the 
profeſſion of Phyfic—At an age, early for an 


_ Engliſh Phyſician to riſe into fame and emi- 


nence, the reputation of Monſ. Le Fevre was fo 
well eſtabliſh'd at Liege, that he was appoint» 
ed one of the Phyficians to the late Prince, 
the Cardinal of Bavaria—He is now only 
Thirty-eight—and it is about five years, ſince 
he firſt made the declaration, that he had 
diſcovered a medicine capable of curing the 
moſt inveterate Gout— 


A 


My friend Le Fevre, for by that name I 


muſt diſhinguiſh him, will excuſe me that I 


bear this public teſtimony to his qualities—1 
had rather offend his modeſty, than violate 
the laws of juſtice - Theſe demand of me 
to acquaint the reader, that at my firſt 


interview with him, I perceiv'd in this Gen- 


tleman's manner and conyerſation, {ſufficient 
to attract my attention, and very much to 


In 
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In a more intimate acquaintance with him, 


I have found every thing to engage and per- 


petuate my eſteem—Without a ſpark of their 
grimace, his deportment and addreſs, is that 
of a well-bred Frenchman—modeſt and unaſ- 
ſaming upon general ſubjects upon phyſical 
ones he is cool—clear—explanatory—and at 
the ſame time decifive—In particular—in 
ſpeaking upon the nature, and curability of 
the Gout, he dehvers himſelf with that manly 
' firmneſs as to convince the hearer, that the Doc- 
tor is himſelf aſſured, upon the moſt folid 
grounds, of the invincible efficacy of his me- 
dicine—Of this there cannot perhaps be a 
more ſatisfactory proof, than the patience and 
moderation of Le Fevre in continuing at Liege, 
when it is moſt apparent he might enrich him- 
ſelf, with confiderably more rapidity, by 
making a tour to England—Not that he 
has any repugnancy to the journey, but he 


defers it, I give his own words, till the ſuc- 


ceſs of his manner of treating the Gout has 
been aſcertained by a ſufficient number of un- 
objectionable experiments—after which, I have 
his authority, to acquaint the Gouty Public of 


this country, that if he be reſpectably invited, 


he will very readily make a viſit to, and admi- 
niſter his medicine in England, 


Before 
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Before I ſpeak of Dr. Le Fevre's medicine 
the manner of adminiſtering it—its effects 
—and the regimen to be obſerved during the 
taking of it—I muſt mention a prejudice which 
may probably be entertained againſt t—not 
very eaſily removeable—and which is worſe— 
2 prejudice that I ſhrewdly ſuſpect, the Doctor 
himſelf, with all his good qualities, has too 
much of the wiſdom of this world, to be in any 
great haſte at preſent to remove—namely—that 
what the Gout medicine isis likely to remain 
a profound ſecret—what the conſtituent parts 
are, he locks up carefully in his own breaſt— 
and it ſeems it is not conformable to the regular 
practice of phyſic, to make any reſerve or con- 
cealment of the ingredients of a preſcription 
How far a contrary conduct may be juſtifi- 


able, I take not upon me to determine—in my 
own opinion I think it is That it agrees not 


with the ſyſtem obſerved by the College of 
Engliſh Phyſicians, I well know—but till I 
do not apprehend it ſufficient to rank a man, 
or his medicine, under the predicament of 
quackery and empiriciſm, becauſe in a fin- 
gle inſtance he takes the liberty of deviating 
from a ſyſtem—1 do ſuppoſe it did not empty 
the mind of Dr. James, of that treaſure of 
medical knowledge, which he is known to 
| poſſeſs, 
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poſſeſs, becauſe he invented and kept to his own 
private profit and advantage, a very noble me- 
dicine for the cure of Fevers, without making 
the College acquainted with the ſecret—In like 
manner will the phyſical ſkill and abilities of 
my friend Le Fevre, in other parts of his prac- 


tice, receive not the leaſt diminution, becauſe 


he has had the good fortune and ingenuity to 
find out a remedy for the cure of the Gout, of 
which he avails himſelf to his own peculiar and 
ſole emolument—and which if it goes on ta 
ſucceed, as it hitherto has done, will in a courſe 
of not very many years, render him one of the 
richeſt men in Europe—— 


Dr. Le Fevre's Gout medicine, of which I am 
now to give a deſcription, is a white and almoſt 
taſteleſs powder—it is adminiſtered by the Dr. 
himſelf to his patients, at ſome hour of the 
morning, in the quantity of not quite a tea- 
ſpoonful—This doſe is repeated for ten ſuc- 
ceſſive mornings—whether before or after 


breakfaſt is immaterial—and a glaſs of cold 


water, that has been boiled, is drank immediate- 
ly after the powders, in order that every par- 
ticle of the medicine may be conveyed into 
the ſtomach—The whole quantity neceſſary 


to be taken, conſiſts of thirty doſes—theſe are 


C divided 
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divided into three courſes between each of | 
which is an interval of twenty days—that is— 
to the firſt courſe of ten days, ſucceeds an inter- 
val of twenty days, during which time you 
take no medicine, and live according to your 
uſual manner, avoiding only exceſs of any kind- 
In like manner does the ſame ſpace of twenty 
days intervene, between the ſecond and third 
courſe, the laſt doſe of which completes the 
quantity of medicine requiſite to be taken 
by every gouty perſon, let the caſe be ever ſo 
inyeterate, for the radical cure of his diſorder, 


The regimen to be obſerved, during each 
courſe of the Powders, is by no means rigid or 
difficult nor does it conſiſt in any reſtraint, 
but what a moderately temperate man may ſub- 
mit to, without. much violence to his uſual 
manner of living Dr. Le Fevre requires his 
patients, during the ten days they are taking 
the medicine, to abſtain only from acids, ſalted 
meats, high- ſeaſoned diſhes, and legumes ; to 
drink no wines unmixed with water, and not to 
excced thequantity of a pintof wine thus diluted, 
during the day The wines he recommends are 
the red-wines of France, and the Rheniſh or 
Moſelle wines ſtrictly forbidding the highly- 
fermented white wines of Chmpagne the 

ſtrong 
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ſtrong and heating wines of Spain, Portugal; 
and the Iſland of Madeira—all ſorts of liqueurs 
—and every article of diet, either liquid or 


ſolid, in any remarkable degree heating or 
inflammatory 


I have already, I believe, intimated, that the 
Gout powders operate, by augmenting the ſe- 
cretion of ſweat and urine — but this augmem 
tation, as may eaſily be imagined, varies ac- 
cording to the different — of the 
patients In ſome perſons, as will be ſeen. un- 
der their reſpective caſes, who have been of a 


ſudorific habit, the evacuations by ſweat are 
repreſented to have been copious, and abun- 


dant—in others they have not been fo pro- 
fuſe —and in ſome ſcarcely any at all—bur in 
all, with whom J have converſed, there has 
been an evident increaſe in the dicharge of urine 


— 


Hand in one patient, the urine made, during 
the time of taking the powders, was unuſually 
thick and turbid, and abounding with a glairy 
matter. Bs 


With regard to the operation of the powders 
in my own caſe—as it early entered into my 
deſign to collect, as far as I was able, for the 
frisfattion of my gouty brethren, every cir- 
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cumſtance relative to the Liege medicine, that 
might be intereſting or important—I was of 
courſe, peculiatly attentive to every, the mi- 


nuteſt change wrought in myſelf, which might 
fairly be ſuppoſed to reſult from the action of 


the Powders, during the whole time of the 
three courſesſo as to be able to ſpeak, with 


accuracy and preciſion, of the effects in my 
own caſe and conſtitution, of this wy amaz- 
ing remedy nnd 


I have hinted in ſome of the preceding pages, 

in juſtification of the ardor with which I em- 
braced the reſolution of taking Dr. Le Fevre's 
remedy, that my laſt fit of the Gout, in the 
months of July and Auguſt 1769, had been 
attended with ſome alarming circumſtances— 
It may be neceſſary. therefore, before I come to 
ſpeak of any of the curative indications of the 
Gout powders in myſelf, to ſtate my own caſe, 
which I ſhall do as fairly, as I ſhall—the phy- 
fical operations of the medicine, and any 
other perceivable effects, upon which I build 
my hapes, that in the courſe of eighteen or 
twenty months, the time allotted for the final 
eradication of the gouty humour, I ſhall find 
5 myſelf completely cured of the Gout— 
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At ſo early an age as twenty-nine, in the 
ſummer of che year 1762, I had the firſt re- 
ular attack of the Gout—I might have had 
before that period flight gouty diſpoſitions— 
but they were too inſignificant to entitle me 
to the dignity of being a gouty ſubject Whe- 
ther I am indebted for this diſtinction to any 
hereditary right, or merely to acquiſition, 1 
will not pretend exactly to aſcertain probably 
to both cauſes—My Father has now had the 
hon our of an inveterate Gout near forty years, 
and it is not unlikely but I may have myſelf 
accelerated the maturity of the inherent gouty 
matter, by living rather too freely i in the j 1 
venile years of my life 


Let this be as it de dt fit, though 


it was confined only to the right hand, was ſo 


exceedingly ſevere, that the joint of the wriſt 
has continued enlarged, and the hand in a 
certain degree ſtiff and ſwelled till very lately 
Por the firſt three years the gouty fits were 
neither ſo frequent or ſo violent, as "my after- 
wards became 


I had ſeldom more than two, or at the moſt, 


three returns of the diſorder in the courſe of 


the year The parts affected were only the 


right 
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right hand and both feet; and in the intervals 
of the fits, the latter ſo well recovered their 


tone, that I could walk with little or no per- 
ceptible lameneſs—But for the laſt four years 
the fury of this cruel diſtemper had increaſed 
to a very conſiderable height—inſomuch—that 
I never eſcaped four periodical attacks in every 
year, during each of which, every part of me 
almoſt, except my head, has been the ſubject 


of the moſt exquiſite torture--Had the duration 
of the gouty fits been proportionate to their 


ſeverity, nature muſt have ſunk exhauſted 
under them—1 was ſeldom, it is true, confin'd 
to the houſe aboye three weeks—but in this 
ſpace I have experienced the Gout in nearly 
all its varieties—generally for the laſt two or 


three years, not a fit has terminated, without 
the Gout's having diffuſed itſelf over both feet 
both knees—my two hands—the elbows— 
my back and ſhoulders—breaſt—and not un- 
frequently my ſtomach—Repeated and violent 
attacks in my feet had ſo enfeebled the ancle 
and inſtep-joints, that I can with great truth 


affirm, that for the three laſt years I have been 
at no time able to walk without a very appa- 
rent lameneſs and a certain degree of pain— 
I have more: than once had the Gout in my 


throat the organs of articulation have been 


affected 
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affected by it—ſeveral of my joints have been 
enlarged—T have gouty excreſcences in ſeveral 
parts of me—and at the cloſe of the laſt tre- 
mendous fit in July 1769, after the entire ceſ- 
fation of the gouty pains, I had the utmoſt 
reaſons to apprehend the coming on of a Co- 
ma-vigil—an almoſt unconquerable wakeful- 
neſs having ſucceeded the evacuation of the 
gouty humour by its uſual channels, imputa- 
ble to no other cauſe, that I can aſſign, un- 
lefs to ſome new variety of this intricate and 
hitherto inexplicable diſorder 


It was in this infirm, and in ſome degree 
crippled ſtate, that I preſented myſelf in Sep- 
tember laſt to Dr. Le Fevre—and I com- 
menced taking his Powders the day after my 
firſt interview with him cannot with any 
certainty affirm that during the firſt courſe, 
conſiſting as I have before obſerved of ten ſuc- 
ceſſive doſes, I perceived the medicine to ope- 
rate by any evacuation whatſoever—neither 
was [I ſenſible of any material alteration in the 
ſtate of my diſorder, excepting that in the 
beginning of the courſe I had a ſlight gouty 
attack in my left elbow, which contrary to 
the general nature of my Gout, ſpread itſelf 
to none of the adjacent parts, but after con- 
fining 
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faing itſclt, without any conſiderable pain, for 


three. days, to that ſingle articulation, diſap- 
pear'd, leaving the part affected at full liberty. 


At about the third or fourth day, of the in- 
terval ſucceding the firſt courſe, I began to 
perceive a very evident increaſe in the ſecretion 
of urine; this has continued with a very tri- 
fling variation to ſometimes a greater, ſome- 
times a leſs quantity, nearly in the proportion 
of three to two, to the preſent moment 
With regard to the other evacuation, by which 
the gouty patient is to expect this medicine 
alſo to operate, that of perſpiration, I had ex- 
perienced not any very perceptible difference 
—neither have I hitherto, either during the 
hours of repoſe, or in the day time, ex- 
cept upon exerciſe, been ſenſible of any ſuch 
augmented perſpiration, as is produced by any 
of the uſual ſudorifics—I have reaſon indeed 
to believe, that in conſequence of any briſk 
motion, either of riding or walking, firſt a 
gentle glow, and immediately afterwards an 
eruption of ſweat, more quickly ſupervenes, 
than was heretofore cuſtomary with me— 
And in reſpe& of inſenſible perſpiration, I 
have not the leaſt doubt, but the Powders 


have acted upon me with conſiderable force— 
For 


( as ) 
For to this cauſe alone can I impute, that 
with a better appetite and digeſtion, and with 
all the animal functions in a more perfect and 
healthy ſtate than they have been for many 
years paſt; my conſtitutional © tendency to 
grow corpulent; for the preſent at leaſt, is 
very comfortably ſuſpended—— 
At the expiration of the uſual interval, 
during which the gouty patient is at liberty 
to return to his ordinary mode of living, 
taking care to obſerve temperance and regu- 
larity, I reſumed the taking of the Powders 
Towards the concluſion of the ſecond 


courſe, all other circumſtances continuing the 
ſame, I had an attack of the Gout in my left 
knee, at the time of going to-bed, ſufficiently. 
ſmart to make me expect the approach of a 
regular fit, accompanied, as my fits generally 
have been, with a long train of dreadful 
ſymptoms—But in this I was agreeably diſ- 
appointed—For though the part grew ſtiff, 
ſwell'd, and became inflamed—yet did it de- 
prive me of very little reſt, and the next 
morning was reſtor'd to its former pliancy— 


I have omitted I believe to mention, that 
walking every day, for as long a time as the 


D perſon 
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perſon can bear it, makes part of the regimen 
preſcribed by Dr. Le Fevre to his Gout- 
patients—This I could giadly have diſpenſed 
with—for though a certain ſanguine advocate 
for the Liege medicine, is too apt to flatter his 
friends, that after the firſt five days of taking 
it, they ſhall walk almoſt as well as, himſelf, 
with which hopes he flattered me—yet were 
my feet and ankles little, if at all, amended 
at the end of the ſecond eourſe I ſubmitted 
pretty regularly to the diſcipline of walking 
but truth compels me to acknowledge, that 
it continued, even to the laſt doſe of the Pow- 
ders, to be a real penance to me— neither 
during the whole time of my reſidence at 
Liege however highly I reverence this noble 
medicine—was I able to diſguiſe the lameneſs 
with which I was affte&ted—nor to walk with- 
out pain At the commencement of. the laſt 
courſe, which was, as before, at the diſtance 
of twenty days from the termination of the 
former, I was again alarm'd with a very 
ſharp: attack of the Gout in the knuckle of 
the fore- finger of my right hand—1 expected, 
as I had in the inſtances above-mentioned, 
that this would be the prelude to a general 
fit more eſpecially as my right hand, from 
the firſt time df its being goutily affected, had 
no150 been 


EC > 
been the ſubje& of many a violent paroxyſm 
and that the Gout had often begun its, 
operations in that particular member,, and 
from thence had ** itſelf over m whole 


frame 


But here again not more to my own very 
great ſatisfaction, than ta the honour of Dr. 
Le Fevre's prognoſtication—was I miſtaken 
When I ſhewed him my hand—at the uſual 
time of his coming to adminiſter the Powders 
—Wwithout taking any notice of my dejection, 
which I could not conceal Did I not tell 
you, ſays he, my good friend, at our firſt in- 
terviewW— that the very peculiar ſafety of my 
remedy, conſiſted in this circumſtance, that it 
did not lock up or repel the Gout; but, on 
the contrary, that it would, for a courſe of 
twenty or twenty-two months, return into all 
the parts it had been accuſtomed to attack 
with this difference only—that in every future 
fit of the Gout, the duration as well as the 
pain of the diſorder would be diminiſhed ?— 
voici donc une autre example de la veritè des 
mes predictions but, continued he — Take 
courage, Sir, be affured the Gout will reſt in 
the part where it now is, not even ſpread 


Auel to any of the adjoining. W 
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This, to my amazement, was ſtrictly veri- 
fied—the Gout remained in' the Joint of my” 
fore-finger, as Le Fevre had foretold it would 
—and after giving me a confiderable deal of 
pain, but far leſs acute than what I had 


heretofore experienced, during the courſe of 


fifty or fixty hours that this little fit laſted, it 
went entirel 4 off — 


' Theſe are the moſt material circumſtances, 
to which I was attentive during my three ſe- 
veral courſes of the Liege-medicine—— -_ 


I have only to add, in which declaration 
each Gouty- patient, with whom I made it 
my bufineſs to converſe upon the ſubject, has 
ſeverally concurred with me, with regard to 
the ſame circumſtances in themſelves—that 
my appetite and digeſtion- had ſcarce ever 
been ſo good, as throughout the whole time 


of taking Dr. Le Fevre's Powders—At the 


ſame time, ſo exceedingly ſubtil has been the 
mode of operation of this extraordinary re- 


remedy in my particular caſe—that though T . 


have the higheſt reaſon to be convinced, that 
J have received the moſt fingular benefit from 
.1t—yet was I never ſenſible, at the moment of 
Un: or any little time afterwards, of the 
leaſt 
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leaft emotion occaſioned by it, upon its 
arrival in the ſtomach — Notwithſtanding 
which, ſo powerful are its effects upon that 
very capital part of the animal machine, that 
I not only became very ſenfible of the moſt 
falutary alteration in it, having no longer any 
of thoſe acid eructations, to which gouty men 
are ſubject - but the medicine has continued 
fo ſucceſsfully to correct and repair the injury 
derived upon the faculties of the ſtomach by 
the incurſions of - the Gout, that I can with 
truth affirm, I have ſcarcely ever experienced 
any diſagreement from any thing I have eat 
or drank, from the time of the 5th or 6th doſe 


of the firſt courſe of the Powders, to the pre- 
fent hour | | 


However amended in this particular, a re- 
gard nevertheleſs to truth, demands of me to 
acknowledge, that in another article I had 
received ſo little benefit, as to be ſomewhat 
diſcontented For I could not but perceive, 


at almoſt the conclufion of the laſt courſe, ö | 
that I was very little improv'd in my walking, | 0 
or amended of the lameneſs in my feet In- ; 


ſomuch—that I had come to a reſolution, had | Ws | 
the Doctor conſented to have adminiſtered 
them, to have taken a fourth courſe of the 
SOS Powders 
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Powders—But this worthy and able Phyſi- 
cian, with a firmneſs, which places out of all 
doubt, the certainty, of his full and entire 


knowledge of the virtues and properties of 


his medicine, refuſed it abſolurely—declaring 
in theſe words — ct abſolument inutile—at the 
ſame time aſſuring me that it gave him not 
the leaſt chagrin to find the lameneſs in my 
feet no more abated that I might reſt ſatiſ- 
fied, I carried the curative, means of the Gout 
as infallibly about me, as if I had taken a 
fourth - courſe—of which I ſhould be con- 
vinc'd in May 1771—and that in the mean 
time, I might bo perfectly eaſy with regard to 
the debility of the ancle and inſtep-joints— 
for that, in a little time, they would recover 
their due tone, and that I ſhould once more 
know the ſatisfaction of walking without 
either pain or lameneſs —— 


5 Of the truth of this aſſertion, I have ſince 
my return to England, I thank God, had ab- 
undant reaſon to be convincedIt was upon 
the road, between Ghent and 'Tournay, that I 
firſt became indubitably ſenſible of a pliancy in 
my feet, to which I had long been a ſtranger 
-I had alighred from the carriage, whilſt 


it ſtopped. to refreth. the horſes, and had 


walked 


(N 
walked on with my ſervant upon the Pot 


in obedience to that part of the Doctor's regis 
mens, which preſcribes walking every day 
The alteration was evident enough to attract 
the notice of my ſervant In this point, from 
that time to the preſent, I am ſo happy as to 

have been in a conſtant ſtate of improvement 
—inſomuch—that though I pretend not to in- 
timare, that I am at no times ſenſible of ſume 
little pain in Walk ing yet am I able to take 
this very neceſſary exerciſe with a freedom and 
celerity as extraordinary and unexpected hy 
0 en as in truth it is _ n 
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1 N Aber my 1 in England; "ou 
viſited with two gouty attacks-—the one hap- 
pened in the laſt week of December, the other 
in January ; in one or other of which months 
L have not eſcaped a ſevere ſit of the Gout for 
ſome years paſt—The ſeat of the former was 
my left elbow- It continued fixed to that 
part for three days, and then diſappeared— 
My left foot was the ſubje& of the lattet 
attack—it ſwelld—was ſlightly inflam'd=» 
but the pain ſo trifling, as to render the uſe 
of even flannel unneceflary—I-was, however; 
lame, for near a week, after which, the pan 

nc 0775711; 8h 


affected 
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affected OR” 1 think, PR than) it Was 
before—— 


Conformably to Dr. Le Fevre's aſſurances, 
I continue to be very frequently ſenſible of 
the des laucemens de la Goutte—or little gouty 
throbbings—indeed, in every one of the 
parts, which have been heretofore obnoxious 
to the viſitations of this dreadful malady—TI 
not unuſually am awaken'd by. an effort of 
the Gout to make, as heretofore, a lodgment 
in ſome hapleſs member, a hand or a foot— 
but it is only an effort—for this noble and 
amazing remedy ſeems always upon its guard 


to reſiſt any violent incurfion—lf it permits 


its continuation for any little time, it is only 
for a little time and it ſerves effectually to 
evince, that the gouty diſorder is not con- 
cealed or impriſoned for a few months ouly, 
to break out again afreſh with redoubled vio- 
lence—on the contrary, as is above obſerved 
have daily proofs of the exiſtence of the 
Gout ſtill in my conſtitution—but it is an 
exiſtence ſo dwindled from what 1t once was, 
that I muſt confeſs, I have reaſon to entertain 
the moſt flattering hopes, that by the time 
appointed me by my friend Le Fevre, who 


has hitherto deceived me in no one pre- 
diction, 
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diction, my Gout will receive its total anni- 
hilation— | Wh 
4280 UI 3 L C4143 
ONT thus ſtated my own | Gout-caſe—' 
together with the effects of the Powders i in it, 
ſo far as their operation has hitherto gone —1 


ſay as far as it has hitherto gone — for I ſup- 
poſe the gouty reader may have already col- 
leted—from the mention which has been 
made, that the ſpace of eighteen or twenty 
months, from the date of the laſt doſe, is re- 
quired to effectuate a complete cure that it 
is one of the ſtrange properties, of this won- 
derful remedy of Dr. Le Fevre's, to remain 
in the human body, and to continue acting 
upon the humours of it, a very long time 
after any farther adminiſtration of it has to- 
tally ceaſed The ſolution the Doctor himſelf 
gives of this quality of his medicine, I ſhall 
attempt to give at the cloſe of my Pamphlet— 
I am now to proceed to offer to the reader's 
confideration, what further evidence I have 
been able to procure, concerning the proba- 
bility there is, that theſe Powders of Dr. Le 
Fevre, which have given occaſion to this little 
account of them, do actually contain 2 ſpe- 
cific for the Gout: 28 75 
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It is e 8 chat the only ev evi- 
dence, of which an affair of this kind is capa- 
ble, muſt conſiſt in the teſtimony of thoſe, to 
whom the Gout-powders have been admini- 
ſter'd—again—is it equally apparent—that 
this teſtimony will carry more or leſs weight 
with it—in proportion to the number of caſes 
which it comprehends—their inveteracy—and 
the length of time which has elapſed, ſince 
the parties who are the ſubjects of theſe caſes, 
firſt begun to take, if I may fo ſpeak, this 
progreſhye ſpecies of remedy—1 need not 
take notice, that this evidence will be gaining 
ſtrength every day; ; or otherwiſe, by the en- 
tire failure of the powders, in two or three 
capital inſtances, will loſe the greater part, if 
not all 1 its force 
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| Hitherto, in the ky effects of the Liege 
medicine in gouty caſes, there has not been 
| one failure, that has come to my knowledge 
—that is, the Gout-remedy has been admini- 
fer'd to no one perſon, who has not, in due 
courſe. of time, received confiderable benefit 
from it—And I can aſſure my readers, that I 
made the moſt ſtrict enquiry into this matter, 
during my reſidence at Liege—and that—for 
my own ſatisfattion no leſs than theirs—For 


very 


(a 


very material it was to me, to be particularly 
inquiſitive into the hiſtory of every gouty- 
adventurer, who had preceded, or who were 
companions with me in the ſame enterprize— 
otherwiſe I muſt have return'd to England at 
the concluſion of the laſt courſe of the Pow- 
ders, with this only conſolation, that I carried 
back with me the aſſeveration of a foreign 
Phyſician—that at the diſtance of twenty 
months I ſhould find myſelf cur'd—— 


For theſe reaſons, as it happened, that I 
was capable of ſpeaking French with tolerable 
fluency, I made it my buſineſs to get intro- 
duced to, or have introduced to me, every 
perſon, Engliſh or Foreigner, except two &, 
whoſe caſes I have been obliged to receive 
upon report, and which are therefore omitted 
in this account, who had been or were the. 
Doctor's patients, at the time I was myſelf— 


Mr. Robinſon—whoſe caſe, as he has over 
paſſed the time requiſitefor the completion of 


„ The name of one of theſe perſons is Vanſpaſſen 
the is the wife of a Colour-merchant—I was inform'd, 
that it was five years ſince ſhe took the Powders—that 
ſhe was old, and had ſurviv'd her underſtanding—The 
ether was a Peaſant in a country village—— _ 5 

18 
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his cure, has an undoubted right to the firſt 
place in the following liſt—is a native of Italy 
by deſcent he is an Engliſhman—and is a 
Secular Prieſt of the Church of Rome, being 
Confeſſor to the Convent of Engliſh Nuns in 
the City of Liege—His age, at the time of my 


' acquaintance with him, was about fifty-ſix. 


In this Gentleman, who is of a ſanguine 
and bilious temperament, an hereditary Gout 
made its firſt appearance about fixteen years 
fince—From that period, to the time of his 
taking the Powders, he has regularly had two 
fits every year—the one in Winter, the other 
in Summer—Theſe fits generally laſted from 
five to eight weeks, and were, by Mr. Ro- 
binſon's deſcription, extremely violent the 
ſeat of the diſorder was the feet and ſome- 
times, but in a conſiderably leſs degree, both 


hands —and it was generally, at leaſt three or 
four weeks after the termination of each fit, 
before he recovered the full uſe of his legs 


But there was a ſymptom, of the moſt 
dangerous and alarming nature, that uſually 
accompanied Mr. Robinſon's fits of the Gout 
— this was a pain in his head ſo acute, as to 
tender the torture of it, at leaſt equal to his 
other 
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other pains— And to theſe gouty head - achs, 
but not with the ſame violence, he was ex- 
tremely ſubject, during the intervals of the 
ſits—Of late years, his conſtitution, as he 
aſſured me, was become fo ſtrongly impreg- 
nated with the diſorder—that wine, drank in 
the moſt moderate quantity, or the expoſing 
himſelf to any damp or humid air, ſcarcely 
ever fail'd to affect him with gouty ſenſations— 


It was ſome time in the month of July 
1769, immediately after having been laid 
up eight weeks with a violent fit, that he 
ſubmitted to take Dr. Le Fevre's remedy— 


1 fay ſubmitted—becauſe ſuch was the pre- 
judice, at that time at Liege, againſt this 
newly-diſcover'd medicine, that it was ima- A 
gined to be no leſs, than the hazard of an | 
early death, the conſenting to a courſe of the | 
Gout-powders je 1 


The event, however, with Mr. Robinſon, bs 
proved extremely oppoſite to the public ex- L f 
pectation— He ſoon became ſenſible of the bl! 
very falutary effects of. this excellent remedy 1.4. 
In the place of remaining, a8 uſual, a fort- RENEE. 'M 
night or three weeks, under an inability of 


walking— 
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walking at the fourth doſe of the Powders, he 
was capable of walking about his apartment, 
and even to ſtrike his foot forcibly againſt 
the ground—and the pains in his head, the 
general accompaniment of his fits, entirely diſ- 
appear'd—During the firſt courſe, however, 
the Powders operated as upon myſelf, by no 
perceivable evacuation | 


In the ſecond courſe of the Powders—their 
operation by ſweat manifeſted itſelf very ſen- 
ſibly—and, in a particular inſtance, very re- 
markably—One of the feet of Mr. Robinſon 
had been conſiderably more roughly treated, 
by the Gout, than the other, ſo as to have 
had its articulations not a little injured—and 
this foot became the ſubject of the moſt pro- 
fuſe perſpiration, whilſt the other perſpired 
not at all—the reſult was—it recovered its 
original pliancy—But in general, and for the 
ſpace of many months, Dr. Le Fevre's re- 


medy augmented the ſecretion of ſweat, in 


this Gentleman, in a very eminent degree— 
in conſequence of which—its conqueſt over 
the Gout, in this inſtance, ſeems to have been 
more rapid than in that of any of the Doctor's 


patients (except af a Farrier to be hereafter 
| with 
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mentioned) with whom I haye converſed, 
concerning the effects of the Gout-powders— 


For immediately, or very ſoon after the laſt 
courſe, it appears, from Mr. Robinſon's teſti- 
mony, that he was become ſo ſuperior to all 
gouty impreſſions of any fignificancy, that he 
has aſſur'd me, that without experiencing the 
leaſt ill effects from it, he expoſed himſelf, 
many times, to the danger of being wet-ſhod, 
by walking in dewy or marſhy grounds—and 
that neither the quality nor quantity of wines 
he drank, any longer excited any gouty ſen- 
fations in his ſtomach, or other parts, which, 
before the taking the Powders, were con- 
ſtantly liable to be affected by any variety of 
the ſort, or the leaſt exceſs in the quantity of 
wine drank—— 

Not that the gouty humour was lock'd up, 
or its flame only ſmother'd, in order to break 
out again with renewed violence—on the con- 
frary—about the latter end of January 1768, 
this Gentleman had a regular fit in one foot, 
which, though the pain was exceedingly acute, 
yet, in the place of its wonted time of tor- 
ture, continued only three days— fo evi- 

dently 
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dently diminiſhed was the force and * 
of this * Gout | in ſo ſhort a time . 


In the nionth of 8 following about 
which time, according to the periodic return 
of his diſorder, Mr. Robinſon was to have 
expected his other annual viſitation, he had no- 
thing more than a few gouty pungencies every 
twenty-four hours, for the ſpace of a month, 
which neither confined him to the houſe, nor 
put him to any inconvenience in walking— 


In the month of December of the ſame 
year—the Gout was reduc'd to only a ſtiff- 
neſs, in one of the wriſts of this Gentleman, 
accompanied with a flight ſwelling without 
any pain, which, after making the ſame feeble 
attack upon the other wriſt, diſappear'd— 
nor viſited him any more, according to my 
inſormation, which I received from his own 
mouth, till - the beginning of Auguſt, 1799, 
when this villainous diſtemper ſeems to have 
made its laſt effort—its powers appearing then 
to have been ſo nearly exhauſted, as to be 
capable only of producing a gouty ſenſation 
in his left foot, ſufficiently ſmart to, awaken 
him from his ſleep, but whoſe daran Was 

| only five minutes 


Since 


(..44. 3 

Since this time, Mr. Robinſon Hias neter 
once been affected by any one gouty ſymptom 
the general ſtate of his health is remarkably 
good—and I believe I may very ſafely aſſure 
the gouty reader, that, indifferently paved as 
is the City of Liege, there is ſcarcely an inha- 
bitant in it, who walks better or quicker, 
than the Gentletnan whoſe cure I have been 
relating 


The next perſon, in ſucceſſion to Mr. Ro- 
binſon, as a Gout- patient of Dr. Le Fevre, is 
one Mrs. Myers — This good woman, who is 
the wife of a Citizen of Liege, is however a 


native of England She married from the fa- 


mily of Lord Sturton, in which ſhe had lived, 
in the ſtation of Houſekeeper, many years 


From an ignorance concerning the Gout, 
natural to perſons of her rank — Mrs. Myers 
appears to have had this diſtemper for ſeveral 
years, before it received its proper denomination 
—She is at preſent in her fiftieth year and it 
is now about fifteen yeats ſitice ſhe became ſo 
univerſally affected with this cruel diſorder, as 
to put it out of all doubt, under what parti- 
cular claſs of human maladies to arrange it 


ler fits were long and frequent and not 
F | a part 
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a part ſof the body, which. is ever viſited by 


the Gout, has, in the caſe of this patient, 
been exempt from its attacks 


Her head and her ſtomach have often been 
very rudely treated 'by it—In the former, as 
well as in divers of the articulations, ſhe will, 
probabl y, carry to her grave the never - failing 
ſigns of having once had the honour of being 
a martyr to the Gout—I mean — there are, in 
the external part of her hand, not leſs than 


a dozen chalky excreſcences— which I have 


myſelf examined 


Of late years — Mrs. Myers's life, as ſhe 
deſcribed it to me, has been one continued 
ſcene of gouty pains, or regular fits of the diſ- 
eaſe — her confinement to her bed or chamber, 
being ſometimes not leſs than eight or nine 
months out of the twelve 


Her health, as it may eaſily be imagined, 
was reduc'd to the moſt deciduous ſtate and 
by the ſeverity of the attack in her feet, ſhe 


had very little proſpect, but of being incu- 
rably lame 


It 


( 43 ) 
It was under all theſe diſadvantages with 
one only favourable circumſtance on her ſide 
that of being naturally of a ſound and robuſt 
conſtitution that in the month of February 
1768, Mrs. Myers ſollicited Dr. Le Fevre to 
adminiſter. to her his remedy—to which he 
conſentedIt has been intimated, that the in- 
tervals, between the Gout- fits of this patient, 
had been for ſome years extremely ſhort—Trt 
was in one of theſe: ſhort intervals, in the 
month of February 1768, that Mrs. Myers 
begün to take the 'Powders—So inveterate, 


however, was the gouty diſpoſition in her con- 


ftitution—that the efficacy of the firſt courſe 
prevented not the return of the Gout, in the 
month of March following, with the greateſt 
violence —affecting her, as it generllly did, 

an | 
It was in this condition, with the Gout in a 
greater or leſs degree conftantly upon her, that 
the Doctor adminiſter'd, to this good woman, 
three farther courſes of his admirable Powders-- 
He had been determin'd to this increaſe of the 
quantity of his remedy—as well by the exceed- 
ing ſtubbornneſs of Mrs: Myers's caſe—as by 
an obſervation, that from her natural inapti- 
tude to ſweat, the Powders, during the exhi- 
bition 


Ee = 
bition of three courſes of them, had not . 
que'd the leaſt ſenlible ö oy 


At the end of U the urch courſe, ſucceeded 
the deſired perſpiration—by which evacuation 
almoſt ſolely, the medicine continued plenti- 
fully to diſplay its effects, for the ſpace of a 
twelvemonth—Correſpondently to this mani- 
feſt operation of the antidote, the poiſon of 
the diſorder was every day diminiſh'd—— — 


In the enſuing | | month of Auguſt—in the 
place of an almoſt continual Gout, a ſharp fit 
in her hands and arms, with which Mrs. Myers 
was then attack'd, terminated in the ſpace of 
three days From which period, every arti- 
culation, which the Gout had render'd ſtiff, 
became ſucceſſively more and more at liberty 
—and by the latter end of October, in the 
ſame year, ſhe began to walk with very little 
perceptible lameneſs—From thence, till the 
October of the preſent year 1769, the time of 
my converſation with her, ſhe has had only 
very ſlight returns of the Gout—no fit of any 
length or violence—and ſhe hath become fo 
perfectly reſtor'd to the uſe of her legs, that one 
afternoon of the laſt Summer ſhe walk'd the 

full 


(4s 2 


full diſtance of cight * with very ue 
fatigue 


Mrs. Myers was ſo obliging, at my requeſt, 
to wait upon me at my lodgings—and to give 
me the above relation of her caſe and cure 
which ſhe did with ſo much ingenuouſnefs, and 
ſuch an exceeding care of ſpeaking too ſan- 
guinely, as conyeyed to me the moſt entire 
conyiction of the veracity of every part of her 
narrative—indeed if it needed any ſtrengthen- 
ing, her teſtimony of the dreadful condition to 
which the Gout had reduced her, has been con- 
firm'd to me by Lord Sturton, and his ſiſter, a 
Nun at the Engliſh Convent, to both whom, as 
having lived in their ſervice, ſhe hath been 
well known many years 


The gouty caſe, the circumſtances of which 
I am next to relate—is ſo extremely capital— 
that I ſuppoſe it would have been impoſſible 
for Dr. Le Fevre, upon the moſt diligent 
ſearch, to have found an example of the dire 
effects of the Gout, more ſingularly illuſtra- 
tive of the ſovereign virtue of his ſpecific— 


It is the caſe of Laurence Yan, a Farrier, 
of the vo of Hex, ſome three leagues 


diſtant 


FTE 
1 


2 
* 
* . 


( ) 
diſtant from the City of Liege—with this 
honeſt Liegois, in whoſe countenance I think 
is diſplayed an evident indication of the man- 
lineſs and integrity of his heart, I had a long 
and particular converſation—and I have at 
preſent by me a memoir of his Gout, taken 
from the original in his own hand-writing— 
As the one correſponded exactly with the other 
and there are many perſons at Liege, who 


can atteſt the decrepid ſtate to which the Gout 


had reduced him I entertain not myſelf the 
leaſt doubt, but the account, here recited, is 
ſtrictly true 


It is now upwards of twenty years, ſince 
this perſon had the firſt attacks of the Gout 
Laurence was at that time Farrier to a regi- 
ment of cavalry—and to the libertiniſm, as 
well as to the fatigues incidental to a military 
life, he very candidly aſcribes his title to the 
Gout: 


In like manner with Mrs. Myers, this Pa- 
tient alſo had a variety of gouty fits, for ſe- 
veral years before the diſorder was properly 
aſcertained—But after a certain time, the fury 
of the diſtemper, as in her caſe, aroſe to ſuch 
a att as to throw off all diſguiſe, and 

appear 
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appear to be what it really was -a confirm'd 
and inveterate GOout—— 


In the firſt ſtages of his diſorder though his 
fits were ſevere, they were neither very long, 
nor very frequent, and principally confined 
to his feet—But their duration, as well as 
violence, increaſed with his years to a very 
tremendous amount—PFor ſeveral years paſt 
he has been generally ſubject to three fits in 


the courſe of the year—each of which has 


confined him for two months—The Gout, 
according to his repreſentation, had diffuſed 


itſelf over his whole frame, in the moſt terrible 


manner Every ſymptom almoſt, with which 
this diſtemper is ever attended, accompanied 
the caſe of this unhappy man—He has expe- 
rienced, he told me, the moſt violent fits of 
the Gout in his head and ſtomach—His noſe 
and organs of articulation, have been affected 
with it in the moſt extraordinary manner—and 
the muſcles of deglutition to ſuch a degree, as 
nearly to incapacitate him from ſwallowing 
even liquids--By repeated attacks one foot was 
become almoſt abſolutely inflexible—The Scia- 
tica or Gout in his hip, added to the other 
ravage the Gout had made in his perſon, had 
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bent him almoſt double—and his appetite arid 
digeſtion were reduc d to the laſt extremity— 


Honeſt Laurence, any more than myſelf, 
had not ſubmitted tamely to the notion, that 
the Gout was a remedy and nat a diſeaſe 
Nature revolted at the opinion—and all the 
little medical art, of which his profeſſion had 
given him a ſmattering, was exerted, to prove, 
if poſſible, the fallacy of it—With theſe hopes, 
he informed me, he had with great reſolution 
and perſeverance tried the effects of bleeding 
—and a long courſe of a certain purgative 
medicine but without ſucceſs—The ſecret 
of curing the Gout conſiſted not in any of the 
methods he had made experiment of—and it 
remained for Dr. Le Fevre to convince him 


however, that the affair was not impracticable 


— To this Gentleman was he recommended, 
by a very amiable German Nobleman, Count 
Feldebroke, to whoſe horſes he was Farrier— 
And in the month of February 1769 -in the 
deplorable condition I have above deſcribed, 


at the inſtance of the Count the Doctor un- 


dertook his cure 


Will the more refin'd gouty reader excuſe 


me, if I preſent him with the honeſt Farrier's 
own 


1 


own remarks upon the effects of the Liege- 
medicine, literally tranſlated from the manu- 
ſcript of his caſe, of which he favour'd me 
with a copy ?—To ſome it may perhaps be a 
curiofity—to ſuch I mean to addreſs it—But 
will the Farrier himſelf excuſe me, that I 
publiſh any part of his writings, without his 
conſent If I did not believe, that the hu- 
manity of this honeſt fellow would render it 
unneceffary—I would beg the favour of a 
certain Engliſh friend, now at Liege—whoſe 
modeſty will not permit him, to have his 
name annexed to his own caſe—to make 


him my apology 


FE LMWARTT 
VPON. THE EFF ECTS OP 


DR. LE FEVRE'Ss GOUT-POWDERS, 


—By LAUREN CE VAN 


—A Literal Tranſlation— 


« Upon the 26th day of February 1769, 
« I arrived at Liege—and the ſame day took 
cc the firſt doſe of the Powders—and I fi- 
c niſhed the courſe the ſeventh day of March 

- « —having 


S 
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— having taken, in all, ten doſes— that is 


to ſay—every day a doſ 


56 ] perceived no great effects from my 


firſt journey—all that I materially obſerv'd 


—was—that the firſt Powders I took af- 
fected me, I thought, with alight fickneſs 
at my ſtomach, much after the manner of 
a nauſea—the medicine however ſtaid with 
me—after this I was never ſenſible of any 
future emotion—towards the end of the 
ten doſes, my water that T made in the 
evening, appeared a little troubled—and I 
apprehended I could perceive myſelf ſome- 
what more at liberty than TI had been, in 
the uſe and exerciſe of my limbs 


«© The ſeventh day of March I returned 
home—T remain'd here for the ſpace of 
twenty days—and though I continued to 
take no medicine during the interval, I 
could perceive my water conſtantly diſplay- 


ing the ſame appearance, I had before re- 
marked—that is to ſay—it was thick and 
troubled 


«© The twenty-ſeventh of March I made 
my ſecond journey to Liege, and reſumed 
taking 
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taking the Powders in the ſame manner 
as before 


At the third or fourth doſe of this courſe 
the medicine produeed a ſtill more evident 
effect upon the urinary ſecretion my urine 
being not only very much troubled, but 
charged with a glairy matter —I was at the 


ſame time a little coſtive—— 


« It was towards the concluſion of this 
courſe, that I firſt began to perſpire—the 
articulation of the left foot had been, by 
the violence of the Gout, render'd ſtiff and 
motionleſs—I now found it becoming pliant 
and flexible—inſomuch—that upon my re- 
turn home, I was capable of drawing on a 
pair of boots, which I had not been able 


to do for a confiderable time 


« Tt was upon the fifth of April, that I 
returned home—where I remained as be- 
fore, without taking any medicine 


46% Four or five days after my return, I 
began to perſpire copiouſly during the 
night—in ten days more I had an eruption 
of pimples in all my joints moſt expoſed 
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to the heat, attended with a violent itching 
—my water continu'd to be charg'd and 


troubled The movement of all my limbs 


became more and more free—and I was 
now able to hold myſelf in a much more 
erect poſture, than I had been able to do 
for ſome time paſt 


« The 26th of April I repair'd once more 


to Liege—and entered upon the laſt courſe 


of ten days—— 


« During the time of this courſe the ſweats 
continued as before—together with the 
itchings, which at the third or fourth doſe 
were augmented—l was again a little co- 
ſtive, which laſted only a day or two—all 
my limbs were every day more pliant 
and diſengaged—I no longer, in paſſing 
through the ſtreets, contemplated every 
ſtone before I ventur'd to put my foot 
down upon it—on the contrary—T ran 
over the pavement as though nothing had 
ever ailed me—a happy tranſition !—from 
2 conſtant ſtate of pain night and day 
an inability of walking five hundred paces 
without reſting—and a conſtant experience 


of tae greateſt torture upon riſing to renew 


„ the 


(-.93 


« the motion Thus relieved, and in a ſtate : 


of cure, I returned to my own houſe the 
« fifth of May” 


'The foregoing are the natural remarks of 
a man of plain and good underſtanding, upon 
the effects of this ſingular remedy—It was in 
November laſt, that I converſed with him— 


a point of curioſity and ſatisfaction which I 
recommend to every future Gouty-patient— 


I found him amazingly reſtor'd to his former 
vigor and activity His countenance carried 
the appearance of the moſt florid health—his 
perſon was perfectly erect—and he walk'd 


extremely well—His appetite and digeſtion, 


he aſſur'd me, were both extremely good 


that he eat and drank freely of any kind of 


food or liquor—and that fince the time of 
taking Dr. Le Fevre's remedy—he had had 


only one gouty attack attended with any 
conſiderable pain—the ſeat of which was his 


wriſt, and its duration only eighteen hours— 


The age of this patient is forty-four— 


Sorry I am, for the ſake of the Engliſh 
Gouty-reader, that I am not at liberty to 
inſert the name of the next Patient, whoſe 
caſe 
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caſe lo remarkably merits the public notice— 
but I know not from what miſtaken point of 
delicacy, this Gentleman, benevolent in every. 
other inſtance, refuſes the ſanction of his name 
to any public recommendation of the Liege- 
medicine — To his private friends and ac- 
quaintance he has given it the encouragement 
of his warmeſt applauſe—as indeed, in gra- 
titude he ought 


This Gentleman, whoſe many worthy qua- 
lities were I to enumerate them, would be a 
ſufficient deſcription of him, I found, upon my 
arrival at Liege, reſtored to a ſtate of health 
and eaſe to which he had been for er a 
ſtranger—a ſtate indeed, which would hay 
been moſt amazing to any of the laſt year's 
company at Spa, who had ſeen him in the 
drooping and almoſt dying condition, to which 
a moſt inveterate Gout, of tkirty years ſtand- 
ing, had reduced him 


A martyr to this cruel diſorder, in every 
poſſible inſtance of its perſecution, there is 
icarcely a medicine celebrated for the cure 
or relief of it, that this Gentleman has not 
made trial of—Afflicted with almoſt every 
dreadſul ſymptom, deſcribed by Sydenham 
OF. 
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or Warner, in their detail of its horrid va- 
rieties, many are the watering-places of this 
country, at whoſe ſtreams he has ſought aſ- 
ſiſtance in the Gout—and not a few the Phy- 
ficians whoſe opinions he has conſulted—He 


has in vain courted health at the mineral 


ſprings of Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa—nor has 
he met with better ſucceſs. from his experi- 
ment, in the Winter of 1769, of the mild 
and genial air of the South of France I enter 
into no particular deſcription of this Gentle- 
man's caſe, though I have by me every extra- 
ordinary article of it, read deliberately to him 
in perſon, and to ſome part of which himſelf 
made additions—This was during my ac- 
quaintance with him at Liege, where we 
liv'd near two months in the ſame houſe— 
the pleaſing memory of which, and of his 
friendſhip and civilities, I ſhall ever retain — 


It ſhall ſuffice therefore to obſerve—thar if 
any Gentleman in the neighbourhoods of Ber- 


wick—Ipſwich or Hull—or any perſon who 
has been very frequently at Bath—were aſked 
the queſtion—Who, in their judgment, was 
one of the moſt confirmed gouty ſubjects they 
ever knew ?—The name of my friend would 
be no longer any ſecret 


In 


K 
In apparently the laſt ſtage of the Gout in 
his ſtomach, accompanied with an almoſt con- 
tinual gouty diarrhza—infirm and debilitated 


in his limbs —and ſatisfied in himſelf, as he has 
aften aſſured me, that he had nothing to riſque, 


even from an untried medicine - Mr. — 
commenced taking the Gout-powders in July 
1769 —having engaged Dr. Le Fevre, in 
conſideration of the inveteracy of his caſe, 
to give him four courſes 


During the firſt courſe this Gentleman, 
in common with the major part of the Doctor's 
Patients, perceived little or no benefit—nor 
was he ſenſible of any operation of the medi- 
cine upon any of the ſecretions —— 


In the ſecond courſe of the Powders an al- 
teration for the better became extremely evi- 
dent The ſtomach and head of this Patient 
were render*'d perfectly eaſy—his appetite be- 


came good—and the gouty pains conſiderably 
diminiſhed 
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After the third courſe—this Gentleman's 
perſon had reſumed its proper erect poſition— 
his feet and ancles had in ſuch manner reco- 
ver'd their loſt tone, that he was capable of 

walking 


6 * N 


walking better than he had done for the laſt 
twenty years —and his gouty diarrhæa had 
entirely diſappear'd—his evacuations were all 
regular—he had indeed little or no perceptibly 


increaſed perſpiration—but the medicine con- 


tinued to operate upon him, as it had for 


ſome time acted, by a ſenfible augmentation 
of the ſecretion of urine—— 


The fourth courſe appears to have produc'd 


no additional effects nature being, as Dr. Le 
Fevre expreſſes it, ſufficiently ſaturated with 
the three former courſes —— 


The ſame ſlight gouty diſpoſitions attended 
this Gentleman, during the whole courſe of 
the medicine and fince, which have attended 
myſelf and others—not indeed ſufficient to 


occaſion any confinement, but to produce ſen- 


ſation enough to keep alive in him the me- 
mory of what the Gout—once was 


At the time I took my leave of Mr. , 
at the latter end of November 1769, his ap- 
petite and digeſtion continued extremely good 
—he was capable of drinking the ſmalleſt 
French-wines without any inconvenience—his 
complexion, from that of a pale jaundic'd 

H | colour 
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colour when he arriv'd at Liege, carried the 


moſt healthy appearance—his - perſon, from 
an . emaciated ſtate, had recover'd its former 
plumpneſs—and, upon the whole, this Gen- 
tleman's conſtitution was become—and I have 
the ſatisfaction of being very lately inform'd 
ſtill: continues to be—univerfally reſtor'd— 
and there is the ſtrongeſt preſumption to in- 
duce belief—that he is in the faireſt way to- 


wards receiving a complete cure of his diſ- 
order— | 


Thus, to his own aſtoniſhment, and the 
aſtoniſhment of all this Gentleman's friends— 
what neither the once-fam'd tar-water—lime- 
water—the Portland-powderg—a regular ſali- 
vation—a whole year of a milk and vegetable 
diet—Dr. Drake's medicine—the preſcriptions 
of different Phyſicians nor the hot or cold 
mineral waters of different parts of Europe 
(all which he has ſucceſſively experienced) 
could effectuate a tea-ſpoonful of a certain 
Powder, taken for a certain number of mor- 
nings, and producing very little ſenſible ope- 
ration, the fortunate diſcovery of a young 
Flemiſh Phyſician, is likely to accompliſh— 
—The age of Mr. is fifty-four or 
ſifty- five 
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Sorry I am to- acquaint the Gouty-readet, 
that the preſence of this Gentleman, the fight 
of whom, added to his own: relation of his 
caſe, would produce more conviction in this 
matter, than ten ſuch Pamphlets as the pre- 
ſent, is not likely ſoon to be indulged to his 
fellow - ſufferers of this country Mr. 
having reſolved, according to my laſt advices 
from Liege, to make the tour of the German 
Courts, and afterwards to vifit _ before his 
return into e 


Beſides my very 1 friend above- men- 
tioned, and myſelf, the Doctor had two other 
Gout- patienta under cure at the ſame time 
with -ourfelves— Theſe Gentlemen, if I miſ- 
take not, are natives of the Biſhopric of Liege 
—the one was Count Rougrave, Grand Vicar 
of the Dioceſe—the other Monſieur Blavier, 
a Colonel in the ſervice of Spain 


With each of theſe Gentlemen I had a par- 


ticular converſation upon the ſubject of the 
Liege-medicine, 


When for this purpoſe 1 made a viſit to 
the Count, he received me with a politeneſs 
and affability which diſtinguiſh the character 

— of 
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of this very agreeable Nobleman— and, at 
the ſame time, he aſſured me, he ſhould rea- 
dily make me acquainted with every circum- 

ſtance of his diſorder,” into which I ſhould 
think it material to inquire Count Rougrave 
2 gave me this — 

77 \ _ : F 

That * had been ſubject to hr 1 
ſeven or eight years, but not with any ex- 
treme violence - that he generally had one fit 
in the ſpace of eight or nine months, which 
uſually confined him to his apartment for the 
ſpace of fix weeks or two months—and- that 
the gouty attacks were generally in his feet 
and knees—that he had frequently ſevere 
gouty head-achs—and that his appetite and 
digeſtion were very indifferent, which he at- 
tributed to the elects of the gouty humour— 


"yy was in September laſt, that the Count 
began to take the Powders—About the fourth 
or fifth day of the firſt courſe, he was attack'd 
with the Gout in his feet, one knee, and, for 
the firſt time, in his right hand—He was con- 
fin'd only a few days by this fit, the pain of 
which, as he apprehended, was not ſo conſi- 
IF as it * been . ** * to be 
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During the interval between the firſt and 
ſecond courſe, and the ſubſequent interval, 
the Count's health continued perfectly well, 
the gouty diſorder in his * n * 


_ remov d * e Tuſtin 


It was at the end of the third © courſe of 45 
Powders, that I had the honour. of this eon- 
verſation with Count Rougrave—At that time, 
as he aſſur'd me, his appetite and digeſtion 
were become exceedingly better, than at any 
part of his life, and his head was perfectly 
free from any gouty 8 5 ä 


The age of this Nobleman | is Nes enn or 


forty- five 


is 


It would not be to do Juſtice to this noble 
and reſpectable eccleſiaſtic, not to mention 
that he profeſſed ſo much regard to the 


Engliſh nation, as to defire, that any future 
Engliſh Gentleman, who, in order to take 
the Gout- powders ſhould, for the neceſſary 
time, make Liege his reſidence, might be re- 
commended to him, under a full aſſurance of 
receiving, from the Count, every civility it 
may be in his power to render him 


The 
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The particulars I receiv'd from Colonel 
Blavier were that it was about ſeven years 
ſince his firſt attack of the Gout - that he had 
had, however, regular fits every year in the 
extremities that his head had been ſometimes 
affected with it—and that his appetite, from 
the time of his being affected with the o. 
had been very. indifferent—— 


| This D as be inform'd me, com- 
menc'd taking the Powders, with a fit of the 
Gout upon him in his feet—one knee—and 
one elbow—and that, in his opinion, the fit 
was render'd more gentle by the operation of 
the Powders, his feet having recover'd, from 
the incidental gouty lameneſs, in a leſs time 


than uſual —— 


It was at the end of the ſecond courſe, 
when the Colonel gave me this information 
to which he added—that his head was per- 
fectly well—that his appetite and digeſtion 
were better than they had been for many 
years—and that, upon the whole, though he 
bad proceeded no farther than the ſecond 
courſe of the medicine, he apprehended him- 
ſelf to have received conſiderable benefit 


Monſieur 
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Monfieur Blavier's age is about fifty—— 


Another Patient there is—to whom the Doc- 
tor adminiſter'd his Powders, and with whom 
1 had the honour of being acquainted during 
my reſidence at Liege—whoſe name I ſhould 
not have inſerted in this publication, the 
gouty-caſe appearing to me, who have ſuf- 
fered by the Gout ſo ſeverely, too ſlight to 
render it worthy of notice—But from a truly 
laudable motive of enforcing, by an addition 
to the number if not to the weight of caſes, 
—it is the requeſt of the Lady herſelf to have 
her name here inſerted—and hence it is, I am 
to give the Doctor the credit of enrolling her 
among the liſt of his Gouty-patients—— 


This Lady, Mother Angelique, a very re- 
ſpectable Nun, of the Convent of Engliſh 
Nuns at Liege—is a ſiſter of Lord Sturton— 
Her Gout, according to the deſcription, with 
which ſhe was ſo obliging to favour me, ap- 
pear'd to be of the flying or irregular ſort— 
Though it had for ſeveral years paſt, at dif- 
ferent times, affected her ſufficiently to have 
occaſioned a ſwelling, an inflammation, and a 
lameneſs in the extremities—yet does it not 
ſeem ever to have given her any very conſi- 


derable 
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derable pain—A gouty diſorder in this Lady's 


hips, and acroſs her loins, had ſo much incom- 


moded her in walking, beſides exciting at 
times very uneaſy ſenſations that ſome time 
in the laſt year ſhe determin'd to avail herſelf 
of the aſſiſtance of Dr. Le F evre's medicine 


The conſequence has been, as this good J 
Lady repeatedly aſſur d me—that ſhe finds 


herfelf greatly amended in walking—that ſhe 


has no longer any uneaſineſs in her loins or 
her hips—that the frequent ſwellings and in- 


flammations in her feet are very much, if not 


entirely abated—and that the general ſtate of 
her health is improved by the uſe of the 


Doctor's Powders—Mother Angelique's age 
is I believe about fifty. 


Having thus ſubmitted to the public, with 


all poſſible candor and impartiality, the ſtate of 
an evidence ariſing from facts, ſuch as to ren- 
der it highly probable, that a ſpecific for the 


Gout is at laſt obtain'd—it may be expected 


that, for the ſatisfaction of the curious and 


the ſpeculative, I ſay ſomething of the theory 


upon which Dr. Le Fevre builds his ſyſtem of 
the undoubted curability of the Gout by the 
efficacy of his medicine 


The 


tor gives of the Gout, and his own peculiar 
mode of treating it in which, if I am not ſo 
intelligible as I could wiſh, I beg the Gouty- 
reader will impute it to my own perplexity in 
the conveyance of it to him, rather than to any 


want of clearneſs in the Doctor's explication of # 
his meaning l 
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fixing, and uniting itſelf to this volatile hu- 


6 


The following then is the account the Poc- 


«© Dt. Le Fevre defines the Gout to be a vo- 
latile humour—He ſays, that the phyſical 
energy of his medicine conſiſts, in attaching, 


mour, by a certain particular and natural 
analogy—in other words—that his medicine 


is of a nature analogous to the gouty-hu- 
mour, and that being received into the cir- 


culation, it becomes intimately and inſe- 


parably blended with it 


« He ſays· that being accurately acquainted 
with the force and properties of his medi- 
cine, he takes care to have circulated, in the 
fluid ſyſtem of the body, exactly ſuch a quan- 
tity of the Gout-powder, as may be ſuffi- 
cient thoroughly to impregnate, with its 
virtues, the gouty germ 


1 1 He 


46 
„He ſays—that animated with the active 
« principle of his medicine, this gouty germ 
* becomes capable of evaporation—for being 
* abundantly ſaturated with it, it is progreſ- 
e ſively put into a ſtate of motion, and being 
2 inceſſantly, tho' in a manner inſenſible to the 


Patient, expoſed to the hoſtile attacks of this 
principle, the Gouty- germ is, in a courſe of 
* time, chaſed out of and expelled the human 
fſyſtem The evacuatories, by which this 
* expulſion is effected, are thoſe of perſpi- 
ration and urine and the time neeeflary to 
« produce a. complete evaporation, and the 
* conſequential expulſion of the whole gouty 
„ germ—1s from fifteen to twenty months 


% He fſays—that as the exerciſe of the vir- 
e tues of his medicine is thus progreſſive the 
« Gouty-pattent muſt expect no other change 
& wrought in his diſorder, than a regular and 
* continual diminution of the pain and dura- 
& tion of the gouty-fits, till the final eradication 
e of the cauſe which occaſioned them.—The 
* Gout therefore, ſays the Doctor, for the ſpace 
« of time in which the cure is completing, will 
return into the ſame parts it has been uſed to 


c attack, and at its wonted period-—but with 


« a force, in every reſpect, gradually diminiſh- 
p 66 ing | 


———— 2. 


ing This diminution, ſays he, will become 
« firſt evident to the Patient. about the time of 
< the fifth doſe of the firſt courſe of the Pow- 
* ders—and will be more and more ſenſible to 


ö 


* him, in proportion as the period of the 
« gouty-fit1s more diſtant from the concluding 


* 


o_ 
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« ſighs of an expiring diſtemper“ —— 


Whether my friend Le Fevre's opinion, 


doſe of the laſt courſe of the medicine— 


“ infomuch—that towards the expiration of 
the twenty montis, requiſite to exterminate 


the gouty germ—the laſt efforts of the gout 
will no longer deſerve the appellation of a 
& fit, but merit rather the title—of—the laſt 


concerning the phyſical nature of the Gout be 
juſt, or it be not, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine—One advantage he has to claim in ſup- 
port of it, which the authors of other Gout- 
ſyſtems have not to urge in behalf of their 
opinions—He has the advantages of a ſeries 
of experiments on the fide of his theory 
Amongſt the writers who, with great diſplay 
of learning, have aſcribed the Gout to different 
cauſes, none have ever approached ſo near 
towards the cure of it And till a perſon ſhall 
ariſe, who can treat the Gout more {kiltully 


than this Gentleman, one may fairly enough, 


Sr PT — — 
8 WE * =. CELTS 


W 4 er 


— © T7 * 


I think, 


r S r r 9 b N 7 x 
| Jl — E Fx + 8 "0 "4 83 TE - * 
2 * 5 * 1 % 5 * 4 * * we, *s * * < 7 * N *. * 
412 - q « * \ 2 


(68) 


I think, give him credit for his definition of 
it—that the Gout 1s a volatile humour— 


As I ſet out with a deſign of laying before 
the Gouty-reader every intereſting circum- 
ſtance to him concerning the Liege-medicine— 
I muſt not omit to inſert the regimen, pre- 
{ſcribed by Dr. Le Fevre to his Patients, to be 
obſery'd during the twenty months while their 
cure is cGepending—they will find in it, I be- 
lieve, no ſeverities ſufficient to deter any gouty 
man from taking the medicine, through a 
terror of the two year's abſtinence and morti- 
fication, to which the Doctor's regimen may 
be ſuppoſed to condemn him 


e The Patient is to uſe moderation in eating 
c and drinking, and to keep regular hours 


He is to drink no highly ferment-d 
* Champagne, that is—the vin blanc and 
* mouſſeux 


„His wines are to be old and good, and 
e he is never to exceed a pint 


* The wines to which the Doctor gives the 


preference are Pontac, Blecquer, the white 
“vines 


ce 
ce 
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wines of the Rhine, and the Moſelle; and, in 
general, all wines that are not heating 


* Liqueurs or drams, of all kinds, are to 
be abſtained from, except in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity 


«© The Patient is to be cautious in the uſe | 
of punch 


$ To take nothing between meals 


« To walk much, and conſtantly every 
day, even to fatigue 


« And during the little fits of the Gout, 
which are to be expected, to obſerve the 
moſt exact temperance” 


It only now remains, that I take my leave 


pf the Gouty-reader, in the beſt manner I am 
able—And here—but that I have already done 
it in the introduction would make him my 
apology, for having, as is too probable, tra- 
velPd him through many a weary page let me 


however be permitted, in my own behalf to 


ſay, if it be any attonement, weary have they 
been to myſelf—If I have ſtood forth, as the 


little 
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little author of a Pamphlet, it is for the ſake of 

my gouty-brethren, that I have done ſo—No 
narrow or fordid motive could have calPd me 
out into print — Actuated alone by the bene- 
volent hopes of doing ſome ſervice to my 
fellow- ſufferers, 1 expect little praiſe, and I 
know myſelf obnoxious to much cenſure for 
the many errors in this publication enter- 
tain nevertheleſs no doubt, but agreeably to 
the generoſity, characteriſtic of gouty men, 
I ſhall meet, at their hands, with the candor 
this performance ſo very much ſtands in need 
of—and ſure I am, I ſhall eſteem myſelf ſuffi- 
ciently rewarded for the pains it has coſt me, 
faulty as it is, ſhould thoſe pains be the means 
of inducing one worthy arthritic brother, to 
give himſelf the ſame fair probability—I am 
every day more and more -convinc'd I have 
given myſeli—of being cur'd of a moſt excru- 
ciating diforder—by the Gout-powders of 
Dr. Le Fevre 


THE END. 


APPENDIX: 
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N purſuance of my promiſe—given to 
the reader in the title-page—and in con- 


formity to the idea I had early conceived, 


during my reſidence at Liege, of procuring, 


for the future Gout- patient, if it were poſſible, a 
more reaſonable and more agreeable accom- 
modation in this City, than it was my lot to 
meet with upon my arrival in it—a plan is 
here ſubmitted to the public conſideration, 


and the acceptance of it ſollicited, by Mon- 


ſieur Le Febure, a citizen and wine-merchant 


of Liege 


This very honeſt and worthy perſon is pro- 
prietor of a large and commodious houſe near 
| the 


WAI EY — 
n 


ARSE 


(U 
the Epiſcopal Palace — The celfars belonging 
to it are ſpacious and excellent Behind it are 
romantic and pleaſant hanging gardens of no 
little extent, though both the houſe and its 
gardens are ſituated in the heart of the City 


Monſieur Le Febure, though a native of 
the province of Champagne in France, is by 
deſcent an Engliſhman—It is for this reaſon, 
and from an opinion, that it may be more 
ſatisfactory to themſelves, that he appropriates 
his houſe for the ſole reception and entertain- 
ment of any Gentlemen or Ladies of theſe 
kingdoms, who, either for the purpoſe of 
taking the Gout-powders, or from any other 
motive, may be inclin'd to reſide at Liege, 
for any longer ſpace of time, than what is 
merely neceffary to paſs through it 


If I might preſume to ſuppoſe, that the 


recommendation of the author of this Pam- 
phlet, would have any weight with the future 
gouty or other traveller, I ſhould be ſtrongly 
inclined to recommend, with that particular 
zeal, which their civil treatment of me entitles 
them, Monſieur Le Febure and his family, to 
the notice and favour of my countrymen— 


In 


{ 75 | ) 
10 the following table, each article is. i; 
 tefally tranſlated from the original, which 
I have in "Monſieur Le Febure's own hand- 


writing 2 7 
he” T FT B L E 


or THE EXPENCE or LODGING AND DIET, 
AT THE HOUSE OF Moxstzun La F zun, 
WiNE-MERCKANT AT nen, 


+ þ th, * 


=. 8 D G. I N G. 2 
75 hand bedchamber, furniſhed with 
bed and other linen, &c. &c. including 3 a bed 
for a ſervant in the ſame or an adjoining 
apartment, at ONE GUINEA AND A HALF per 


month or 8 3 


Without a ſervant; at ONE GUINEA AND A 
QUARTER per month, 


Any Gentleman, having more than « one at- 
tendant, and chuſing to engage a greater num- 
ber of apartments, ſhall pay according to the 
ſame proportion this proportion ſhall not be 
equivocal each bedchamber and each apart- 

ment being to be number d and rated ea 

ing to the goodneſs of it— 
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1 N Fire (which ! is. exceeding cheap at Liege) q 
+3 | is not herein included, nor n 4 
1 = #3 3 5 

9 The public table ſhall be neatly and pro- 
9 | 1 perly ſerv'd— There ſhall be admitted to it, 

| as has been before” intimated, none, but the A 
== fſiubjects of his Britannic Majeſty—And Mon- 
i ſieur Le Febure farther engages, that the 
| 4 diſhes, as well French as Engliſh, ſhall be 1 
| . ſuffcient in number and ec drefſed— 3 
j * 4 - 
* The er for n at Two- ESCHA- 
4 7 LINS AND A HALF *: ; 
* | | | 
| . For ne ONE ESCHALIN AND A HALF— 
1 ; 
1 | For the diet of a ſervant, TWO ESCUHA- 
. | LINS per day 
i | With regard to wine—as the price varies 
N ſomew hat according. to the different vintages 
14 o abſolute rate can be fixed but Monſieur 

1 . Le Febure promiſes, that his wines ſhall be 

wit 458 =_ A Liegois Efchalin isin value nearly ſixpence half 

* penny Engliſh money. : 


all 


n. "7 —— * 


" n a N 
N a n iin Wr 4 
* XI" 3 2-4 *. N 7 * 7 


( 75 2 
All good. and genuine, and at a leſs price than 


they are ſold at any of the Inns or Auberges 
at Lese | 


In general I believe Burgundy will be at 


THREE ESCHALINS per bottle—Champagne at 


Fiv x—Claret at Fo v —Rheniſh or Maſelle 
at TRE 


Monſieur Le Febure will be anſwerable to 
have any a partment, or ſuch numbers of 
apartments as he can furniſh, ready, upon the 
arrival of any Engliſh Gentleman, on condi- 
tion he is favoured with notice of his intended 


Journey, previouſly to his ſetting out—Or he 


will procure proper accommodations upon rea- 
ſonable terms, at the houſe of ſome other 
Citizen of Liege, if his own houſe ſhould 
happen to be full—He will likewiſe be ready 
to execute any orders for the purchaſe of any 
commodity of the country—or receive and 
take care of any ching addreſſed to him from 
England 
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His addreſs i 


Le Febure negociant maitre de fabrique à cots. 


des — pres t Palais _Epiſcopat—a 
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A nNETAIL OF THE BEST AND MOST APPROV'D 
Inns UPON THE ROAD ro LIEGE—EITHER 
BY THE ROUT OF CALA1S oR OSTEND— 


Rur BY CALArs. 
Calais — the — — Table Royal— 


St. Omer” s — Hotel Royal— 


Dunkick — White Hart *— 
Liſle Hotel Royal— 
Courtraye — Le Chapeau 
Ghent — Le St. Sebaſtien we? 
Bruſſels —. Hotel Imperial + 1— 
Louvain — Hotel de Cologne— 
Tirlemont — Le Cerfe— 
St. Irons — Le Batteau— 
r Une 


* This houſe is kept by Mr. Qakley, an Engliſhman, 
and i is ſituated __ the Quay. 


+ This is an excellent houſe. 


2 Too much cannot be ſaid in recommendation of. this 
houſe, which is kept by one Mr. Kriſta—Both himſelf 


and his wife ſpeak good Engliſh—and are moſt civil and 
obliging perſons. 


At the Aigle-noir i is no T able Cri the Agneau 
there 1 is an exellent one. 


As 


(49 7 


As it is not unlikely,” but during the i inter- | 


vals of the ſeveral courſes, the Gouty-patient 
may be induc'd to viſit thoſe famous places of 
faſhionable and phyſical reſort—Aix-la-Cha- 


pelle and Spa—it may not be ſuperflious to 


add to the above liſt a recommendation of 
ſome houſe of public entertainment at each 
At the former, I can from my own experience, 
with great juſtice, warmly recommend to the 
Engliſh traveller the Roi @ Angleterre—At this 
houſe he will find every accommodation a 
perſon of the firſt faſhion can defire, at a very 
reafonable rate, and the utmoſt civility and 


attention from Mr, Brammartz and his wife, 


the preſent honeſt and obliging keepers of this 
Hotel—At Spa the hoyſe the Engliſh gene- 


rally uſe is—the Cours de Londre, ke pt by one 


Ogilby a Scotchman—— 


Rour BY OSTEN PD. 


Oſtend * — La Maiſon de Ville 
Bruges —— Le Fleur de Bled— 


From Oſtend to Ghent is a very commodious and 
cheap paſſage by water—particularly from Bruges, the 


Trackſkuyt is excellent—the paſſengers dine aboard, and 


are exceedingly well entertain'd, 


_ Ghent * 
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Ghent * — Le St. Sebaſtien 


e+ At many, indeed moſt of the Inns above 
nam'd, is a Table d' Hote or Ordinary, at 
which, for thoſe to whom the difference of 
the expence of travelling is of any moment, 
it is moſt adviſeable always to dine —other- 
wiſe—to avoid being impoſed upon —it is re- 
commended to eyery traveller to ſpecify the 
diſhes he would chuſe for dinner cr ſupper— 
and to agree for the price—— 
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At Ghent—the two roads by Oftend and by Calais 
become united. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE the above was written, the author 
has, at the requeſt of ten Gentlemen of 


fortune and condition in this Country, diſ- 


patched an invitation to Dr. Le Fevre to come 
over to England—it has been already inti- 
mated, that this Gentleman had given me 
authority to declare his readineſs to viſit theſe 
kingdoms, whenever he ſhould be reſpectably 
called hither— The invitation made him by 
theſe Gentlemen, appears to me ſo clearly to 
come within this idea, that I have warmly 
recommended it to the Doctor's acceptance 
Should nothing have happened to make it 
neceſſary to him to have chang'd his reſolu- 
tion the public may be affur'd; that due 
notice ſhall be given of the time he may 
appoint for his journey to England —— 


r 


As Dr. Le Fevre againſt his own ſentiments, 


has been, in a manner, conſtrained to namę 
ſome certain ſum for the adminiſtration, of his 
medicine 


1 
— ©: os 


thedicine—his terms are one hundred guineas 
Such however is his humanity, that, to 
perfons whoſe circumſtances are not eaſy; he 
has impower'd me to engage for him, that he 
will expect only ſuch a, preſent as may os 
proportionate to their abilities 


Before I finally cloſe this performance, it 
may be a ſatisfaction to the reader, that I give 
the reſolutions to two queſtions which may 
poſſibly be aſked me—Whence comes it to 
paſs, may ſome perfons demand, that this 
publication has been ſo long ſuſpended, when 
it appears the author returned to England the 
beginning of December laſt ?—The reaſon has 
been—that he wiſhed to avoid the cenſure of 
precipitation For the four laſt years, he has 
never eſcaped a ſevere and univerſal fit of the 
Gout, in one or other of the months of De- 
cember or Januarv—It was a matter therefore 
of juſtice to the Gouty-reader, that the perſon 
who meant to encourage others, to hope a 
cure, ſhould himſelf wait the experience of 
rwo dangerous months, to determine him, 
Whether he had any title to a well-grounded 
hope of being cur'd himſelf —He has now 
not only paſſed over thoſe perilous months, 
5 AE the month of February—In the 
courſe 
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eourle of theſe months, he has indeed been 
viſited by the Gout, but with that diminiſhed 
force the Doctor had taught him to expect 


Others again, may demand, why was not 
this publication delay'd, till the twenty 
months were expired, requ iſite to complete 
the cure To this it may be replied—upon 
no other account has the publication been ac- 

celerated, but this very humane one —viz.— 
that during the progreſſive moments of the 
author's own expectations, his ſuffering gouty 
brother may alſo have it in his, option to de- 
termine, whether, upon the judgment he may 
form from theſe ſheets, it be prudent to loſe 
any time, in putting himſelf into the ſame 
ſtate of curative progreſſion with the author, 
and others who have taken the medicine. 


CHARING, Feb. 7, 1770. 
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Dr. Lz FEVRRE's Anſwer to the above mention- 
ed Invitation having arrived in time to be 

- inſerted in the poſtſcript—a tranſlation of 
it, is here given to the publi 
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I AM extremely ſenfible of the honour Mr. $— 
and his friends confer upon me, by their invitation 
to vifit England Be perſuaded, T ſhall never loſe 
memory of the ſatigfaction J receive from it. But 
to deal ſincerely with you, I have ſeveral reaſons, 
which for the preſent, abſolutely prevent my ac- 
cepting the favour deſigned me, by the above Gen- 
tlemen 3 „ 


f 


— 


720! the approaching month of April, my attend : 
ance is neceſſarily confined to this place, by a nun- 
ber of Patients, who are taking my medicine, 
and this number is continually increaſing — but 
this is not all—No ſooner ſhall J be diſengaged 
from my preſent ſet of Patients, than I am bound 
in honour, to remain here for the ſame courſe of 
time, adminiſtering my Poꝛoders to certain other 
Gentlemen, who, as you well know, have already 
aunounced to me their intention of coming to Liege 
to be cured of the Gout, in April next—So that my 
time will be all employed, till far into the enſuing 
dummer. 


But 


But there is another argument of no leſs weight 
with me—it is, that I would willingly have my 
credit reſt upon a greater number of gout caſes, 
than have hitherto come under my treatment, be- 
fore 1 vifit England—In like manner, am I ds- 
firous, that, in the few inſtances of thoſe, whoſe 
cures are already accompliſhed, a greater ſpace of 


time fhould elapſe from the date of their laſt gouty 


* * 


attacks, than has elapſed at preſen 


You will loſe no time, my dear friend, in convey- 
ing this intelligence to Mr. S—, aſſuring him that 
J feel myſelf not a little mortified, in having it not 


in my power, very quickly, to accept his invitation. 
— Preſent to that gentleman, I intreat you, my 
beft reſpect. — and believe, my dear Sir, that 1 


am, With ſincerity, 


Your affectionate Friend, 


LE FEVRE, Medecin. 
Liege, Feb. 16, 1770. 


